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President’s Statement 


In its history, New Mexico has an asset which time does 
not diminish. Unlike most other resources, its value in- 
creases with the passage of years. It is essential, however, 
that historical records be kept; historical landmarks be pro- 
tected ; and objects of historical interest be gathered, classi- 
fied chronologically, and exhibited. It is important too that 
books and manuscripts treating of any phase of New Mex- 
ico’s history, its annals, and traditions, be organized into 
a historical library and placed at the service of those engaged 
in historical research, authorship, and publication. 

It was to attain these ends that the Historical Society of 
New Mexico was organized in 1859, chartered by the New 
Mexico Legislature in the year following, and granted the 
eastern half of the Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe by 
legislative act. Interrupted for a while by the turmoil of the 
Civil War and the Reconstruction Period, the Society has 
been active continuously again since 1880. It has broadened 
its scope by integration with the Museum of New Mexico 
and the School of American Research, as is apparent by the 
annexed reports and from the Annual Reports of the other 
two institutions. 

The publication of The New Mexico Historical Review, 
of occasional monographs, and of articles of historical im- 
port in El Palacio and other periodicals, has spread the fame 
of New Mexico far and wide and has been incentive to a 
great multitude to visit New Mexico. 

Especial praise should go to Dr. A. J. O. Anderson, head 
of the Museum’s Department of History and in charge of 
publications, and to Dr. Frank D. Reeve, of the University 
of New Mexico, in charge of the editing of The New Mexico 
Historical Review. That there has been excellent team work 
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is apparent from the reports attached. From these, too, it is 
evident that among the present and future needs are more 
liberal support and more space for proper storage and ex- 
hibits, even though in many respects the Society is among 
the foremost state societies. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Pau. A. F. WALTER, President 
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ACQUISITIONS AND PRESENT AND FUTURE NEEDS 


MARJORIE F,. LAMBERT, Associate and Curator 
Acquisitions 


As is manifested in recent additions to the collections, 
the Historical Society continues to retain the interest of old 
friends, as well as to make new ones. 

Outstanding among acquisitions is the largest single gift 
ever to come to the Historical Society, presented by Sefiora 
Josefita Manderfield de Otero. The Manderfield Territorial 
Collection was given in memory of William Manderfield, 
renowned Santa Fean of the 1880’s-1890’s, one of the found- 
ers of The Santa Fe New Mexican, who established his home 
at 428 College, Santa Fe. Sefiora Otero is Manderfield’s only 
surviving child, and the collection, given through her in- 
terest, numbers well over two hundred objects. Included are 
such items as the following: the entire contents of the 
famous Manderfield Sala—the square rosewood piano, a 
harp, furniture from both Philadelphia and Mexico, ala- 
baster vases, gold clock, family portraits; family photo- 
graphs; a large file of The Santa Fe New Mexican; and 
other papers and documents. Ball gowns, tailored street 
clothes, wedding dresses, opera cloaks, quaint umbrellas, 
Spanish shawls—all sorts of elaborate and practical family 
clothing numbering well over one hundred pieces are in- 
cluded also. 

With these the Historical Society of New Mexico now 
has one of the best costume coliections of this period in this 
part of the country. The family carriage (ca. 1900), a 
Tournaphone, sewing machine, a number of fine ecclesias- 
tical pieces, and children’s toys are other objects of interest 
in the Manderfield Collection. 

The acquisition of so large a group of costumes has posed - 
a new problem in the institution. In order to preserve the 
clothing, each piece required individual treatment and care. 
This project took better than three months of preparation, 
and it can now be reported that the entire collection is 
cleaned and permanently moth-proofed. The costumes are 
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yet to be catalogued, however, and inquiries are being made 
at this time as to the best methods of marking these gar- 
ments. It is hoped that this collection can be ready soon for 
study purposes, for already a number of researchers have 
requested access to them. 

Selections have been made from the Manderfield Collec- 
tion, and these are on exhibit in the Territorial Room, Palace 
of the Governors. One may see here the portraits of the 
senior Manderfields, and some of the costumes and house- 
hold furnishings. 

Looking to the day when period rooms can be installed 
in the Palace of the Governors, a Territorial Sala equipped 
with the furnishings and costumes of this gracious family 
will be an interesting addition indeed. 

Other acquisitions worthy of mention are herewith listed: 


Anonymous—Spanish Colonial bridle, candle mold, and his- 
torical typewriter 

Anonymous—straw inlay cross made at Santa Ana, a revival 
piece (by purchase) 

Mrs. Olive Arnold—portrait of Governor James S. Calhoun 
(gift) 

Fred Bailey—Spanish Colonial chair 

E. Bedell—two rare old New Mexico samplers 

Mrs. Gerald Cassidy—five examples of Rio Grande colcha 
embroidery and needlework; a fragmentary miner’s lamp; mortar, 
pestle, wooden bowl, chocolate maker (gift) 

Hon. Dennis Chavez—pen used by President Harry Truman 

Mrs. Carl Comstock—two historic keys (gift) 

Miss Esther Cummings and Mrs. James Seligman—three 
Spanish Colonial paintings and Penitente rattle 

Buddy Gonzales—three tin retablos (by purchase) 

Mrs. Marjorie Hudson—mantilla said to have belonged to 
Empress Carlotta of Mexico, and a rare old bed cover, given in 
memory of the donor’s husband, Edgar Hudson (gift) 

Mrs. Dana Johnson and Miss Isabel Eckles—stage coach 
trunk 

Will Keleher—an 1860 certificate of membership in the His- 
torical Society of New Mexico 

Mrs. M. J. Kernan—dress uniform and accoutrements of 
General Marcy (gift) 

Gertrude Leach—nineteenth-century family items used on D. 
M. Leach Ranch (Reserve Area) 
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Los Alamos School Foundation—guns, branding irons, etc. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Gaw Meem—carved corbel from Abé Mis- 
sion; three religious paintings on canvas from the Pojoaque 
Church (destroyed 1922) 

Ben Miller—unique leather case containing small retablo and 
straight-edge razor 

_ Miss S. B. Norris—retablo and straw inlay cross (by pur- 

chase) 

Mrs. Dora Nusbaum—nineteenth-century iron tea kettle with 
Santa Fe history 

Marcial Ortega—set of historic carpenter’s planes (gift in 
memory of his father, Victor Ortega) 

Apolonio Rodriguez—historic New Mexican rosary (gift) 

Seligman Collection—hand-sewn santo carrier (by purchase) 

Mrs. James Seligman and Hon. Miguel Otero—the famed, 
controversial Maria-Josefa bell of reputed 1355 A. D. date. Ac- 
tually 1855 A. D., it has had an interesting history, none the less 

Mrs. C. A. Sheurich—original portrait of Governor Bent, and 
the dolman worn by Bent’s wife (gift) 

Mrs. P. W. Shufeldt—powder horns 

Earl C. Souligny—army field glasses belonging to Colonel 
Charles Todd Russell 

Mrs. John M. Steck—stage coach trunk 

Mrs. Thomas Stewart—historic ranger boots 

Mrs. W. D. Yankauer—Speigelberg Territorial money and 
citizenship document 


Displays 


The Historical Society has continued to codperate with 
other institutions to make worthwhile displays possible. 


1. A religious skin painting, tobacco pouches, and other 
Spanish Colonial leather goods were sent this winter to the Cooper 
Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, New York, for 
an exhibition. 

2. An extensive group of Spanish Colonial New Mexican 
church art was sent to the Roswell Museum for a winter exhibi- 
tion. Colchas, tin retablos, and bultos were lent for the event, 
which, according to the curator’s report, was extremely successful. 

3. Two recent exhibitions in Santa Fe, which proved very 
attractive, were based, to a large extent, on items from the His- 
torical Society collections. Sponsored by the First National Bank 
of Santa Fe, these “Under the Portal” exhibitions were “Winning 
the West” and “Dolls Through the Ages.” 

4. In the vestibule of the Governor’s Palace a special case is 
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dedicated to interesting treasures in the institutions’ combined 

collections. The Historical Society has exhibited extensively in this 

case, since it was installed, and is to show a number of items this 
coming year. 

New items have been added to the permanent exhibitions 
of the Historical Society. The Ecclesiastical and Mission 
Rooms have been redecorated, and improved lighting is be- 
ing added to the cases in the latter room. The displays are 
still handicapped because of antiquated cases, and it is 
sincerely hoped that some time in the near future this situa- 
tion can be rectified. 

The Historical Society has become seriously handicapped 
for storage space as its collections have increased. Quite 
recently, however, officials of the Museum of New Mexico 
have agreed to improve and provide necessary additional 
space. But the expansion and growth of the organization’s 
historical collections cannot be properly visualized until the 
Society has a study room and storage quarters of its own. 
At the present, as in the past, it has had to take whatever 
space has been available in the Art Gallery basement. 

The curator in charge of the Palace exhibits has felt for 
a number of years that the following places in the Museum 
of New Mexico ought to be considered as possibilities for 
Historical Society purposes: 

1. When the proper time comes, the Director’s Residence 
could be made into a library for the Museum, the School, and the 
Historical Society, and thus relieve the east wing of the Palace 
for an Historical Society study room. The stacks for the present 
library could be used for storage. Studenis wishing to use the 
various categories of materials in the collections would have 
adequate table space on which to work. As the situation now exists, 
we have to refuse a number of researchers access to the collections, 
because of inadequate and crowded conditions in the Art Gallery 
basement. 

2. Obviously, the historical collections could best be used on 
the same side of the street as the exhibitions are centered. Another 
possibility is the basement space in the Morley Building (if it is 
erected in the near future). It will be recalled that the late Dr. 
E. L. Hewett, Director of the Museum, had indicated that the 


Morley Building basement was to be for the use of the Historical 
Society of New Mexico. 
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THE LIBRARY 
EVELYN BAUER ELY, Librarian 


The Library housed by the Museum of New Mexico 
comprises four integral collections: those of the Historical 
Society of New Mexico, the Museum of New Mexico, the 
School of American Research, and the Laboratory of Anthro- 
pology. Another library will be added in the near future— 
that of the Museum of International Folk Art. Through a 
written agreement with the Historical Society, the library 
of Stephen Watts Kearny Chapter of the D. A. R. is also 
housed in the Museum. For the purpose of this report, only 
functions which deal specifically with the Historical Society 
will be mentioned. 

The Library of the Historical Society is under the super- 
vision of the Museum Librarian. No attempt has been made 
to divide the Librarian’s time between activities concerning 
the Historical Society Library and those of the Museum and 
other Libraries, but the various duties have been performed 
and projects undertaken as needs have arisen. So far as the 
Librarian’s activities are concerned, the various collections 
which are housed in the Museum are considered as a unit 
usually referred to as the “Museum Library.” 

In 1948 a complete inventory was made of the Museum 
Library, and present figures show that there are about 3,600 
volumes in the Historical Society Library. During the pres- 
ent two-year period, some sixty volumes have been added by 
purchase, and more than 150 have been given by generous 
donors. 

Projects and activities which have especially concerned 
the Historical Society collections include the following: 

1. Old newspaper collection. All the files of The Santa Fe New 
Mexican, 1864-, have been moved from the basement under the 
Hall of Ethnology to the stack room vacated in 1949 by the State 
Library Extension Service. A complete card file has been made 
listing the volumes in the collection. This card file also contains 


information concerning the holdings of newspapers in the His- 
torical Society collection which were printed before 1900 in other 
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cities in New Mexico. The papers printed after'1900 have yet to 
be recorded. 

2. Photograph collection. The greater part of the collection 
which is housed in the Museum Library belongs to the Historical 
Society. Formerly, the photographs were filed according to acces- 
sion number, a system which was unsatisfactory because there was 
no catalogue giving the exact location of specific pictures. There- 
fore, in order to facilitate the use of this very popular collection 
of several thousand pictures, it has been entirely rearranged so 
that all the photographs of a given subject are filed together. 

3. Collection of official State publications. The Historical 
Society is required by law to keep on file one copy of every official 
‘State publication. This collection has recently been revised to 
conform to the arrangement used by Miss Wilma Loy Shelton in 
her “Checklist of New Mexico Publications,” which was published 
during 1949-1950 in The New Mexico Historical Review. 

4. Vertical pamphlet and clipping file. When bibliographies 
are compiled as a result of research done for correspondents or 
local students, they are added to this vertical file. One of the most 
extensive projects in this field has been the compilation of all the 
references possible on the old forts of New Mexico. A special 
section of the vertical file containing old pamphlets, guide books, 
leaflets, etc., concerning old Santa Fe, has been greatly expanded 
and now contains a wealth of material for the research worker. 

5. Exchange program. The Historical Society carries on an 
active exchange program with institutions and societies publishing 
periodicals similar to The New Mexico Historical Review. At the 
present there are more than seventy-five such exchanges in prog- 
ress, and a number of these come from foreign countries. At a 
meeting of the Historical Society on December 9, 1949, the 
Librarian was given the authority to work out a plan with the 
Library of the University of New Mexico whereby certain ex- 
change publications would be filed in the University Library 
rather than in the Historical Society Library. These publications 
were to be chosen on the basis of their usefulness to the Historical 
Society Library: those publications which do not pertain to the 
Southwest were felt to be of more use in the University Library. 
To date, about six exchanges have been treated in this manner, 
and others are under consideration. 

6. Research and reference work. Much of the Librarian’s time 
is spent in giving assistance to local and visiting scholars who wish 
to make use of the facilities of the Museum Library. Much time 
is also spent in answering the many requests for information 
which are received almost daily through the mail. 
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Other activities could be mentioned, but those listed 
above give a general picture of the main functions of the 
Historical Society Library—furnishing facilities for re- 
search, and the collection and preservation of New Mexicana. 


RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS 
ARTHUR J. O. ANDERSON, Associate in Charge 


In line with policies dating back to 1859, the year of its 
founding, the Historical Society of New Mexico has continued 
to preserve the story of New Mexico’s past by publishing, 
or aiding the publication of, a considerable number of sig- 
nificant studies. The files of The New Mexico Historical 
Review for 1949 and 1950 contain the following main 
articles: 

“A Soldier’s Experience in New Mexico” (John Ayer); 

“Santa Fe Church and Convent Sites in the Seventeenth and 

Eighteenth Centuries” (Fray Angélico Chavez); “A Civilian at 

Old Fort Bayard, 1881-1883” (Roy Goodale, ed.); “Mescalero 

Apache History in the Southwest” (Morris E. and Catherine H. 

Opler); “Ramén Ortiz: Priest and Patriot” (Fidelia Miller 

Puckett) ; “War and Peace: Two Arizona Diaries” (F. D. Reeve, 

ed.) ; “New Mexico in Transition” (Arnold Rodriguez, O. F. M.); 

“O. P. Mains, Champion of a Lost Cause” and “New Mexico’s 

Fabulous Dorsey” (F. Stanley) ; “The Cowboy—Sinner or Saint” 

(Clifford P. Westermeier) ; and “Check List of New Mexico Pub- 

lications,” a regular service to researchers. 

Under the able editorship of Dr. Frank D. Reeve and Paul 
A. F. Walter, its founder, the Review, with the October, 
1950, number, ended its twenty-fifth year. 

El Palacio has included shorter articles of historical in- 
terest. In the pest two years, Fray Angélico Chavez’s series 
of analyses of New Mexico place names has aroused much 
favorable comment—“New Mexico Place-names from Span- 
ish Proper Names,” “Saints’ Names in New Mexico Geog- 
raphy,” “New Mexico Religious Place-names Other than 
Those of Saints,” ““Neo-Mexicanisms in New Mexico Place- 
names,” and “Aztec or Nahuatl Words in New Mexico Place- 
names.” Additional titles include: 
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“Penitentes in California” and a number of articles on san- 
tero art (E. Boyd); “Adolph Bandelier’s Last Journey” (Ina 
Sizer Cassidy, ed.); “Journey’s End for a Pilgrim Lady and a 
Family,” “De Vargas’ Negro Drummer,” “Dofia Tules—Her 
Fame and Her Funeral,” and “La Conquistadora is a Paisana” 
(Fray Angélico Chavez); “Name of Zufi Salt Lake in Alarcén’s 
1540 Account” (John P. Harrington);; “Notes on Julimes, Chihua- 
hua” (J. Charles Kelley) ; “Loring Pasha of the Mounted Rifles” 
(Erik K. Reed) ; and “Two to a Triangle” (F. Stanley). 


Publications in which the activities of the Society have 
been contributing factors are The Mission of San Gregorio 
de Abé, by Joseph H. Toulouse, Jr., and Book I (The Gods) 
of the Florentine Codex, a translation from the Nahuatl of 
Sahagtin’s Historia general by Arthur J. O. Anderson and 
Charles E. Dibble. Both works are Monographs of the School 
of American Research. The latter is particularly close to 
the Historical Society because the translators have used 
photographic enlargements of microfilm secured in the 
Lorenziana Library, Florence, Italy, by the late Lansing B. 
Bloom, for many years editor of The New Mexico Historical 
Review. 

One of the most important publications to have been 
printed in the last few decades is Herbert O. Brayer’s two- 
volume work, William Blackmore, the main source materials 
for which were the Blackmore Papers, now property of the 
Historical Society of New Mexico. It is a history of the Rio 
Grande Railroad and of vast land grant dealings connected 
with the venture. The manuscripts were the gift of Frank 
Stevens, Curator of the Blackmore, Salisbury, and South 
Wilts Museum, England, and secured for the Society through 
the intervention of Doctor Brayer. At the turn of the year, 
Doctor Brayer has announced another such gift—facsimiles 
of the papers of Alexander Barclay, founder of Fort Bar- 
clay, New Mexico, fur trader, Indian trader, and pioneer. 
Dr. and Mrs. Brayer are using the materials for a work on 
Barclay and his part in the building of the Southwest. 

Doctor Brayer’s deep interest in New Mexico was also 
shown in his crucial part in the presentation to the State of 
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the monument to Lucian B. Maxwell, at Fort Sumner, in 
1949. Doctor Brayer was then the Colorado State Archivist; 
he is now Professor of History, Northwestern University, 
Illinois. 

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe numbers historical writers 
among its priests. Fray Angélico Chavez, O.F.M., and Fr. 
Stanley Crocciola have been the most active among them. 
Besides the articles already mentioned from Fray Angélico’s 
pen, there were in progress, before he was called to service 
in the United States Army as Chaplain, a work on New 
Mexico genealogy and the translation and editing, for the 
University of New Mexico, of the Dominguez Report on 
ecclesiastical affairs in late eighteenth-century New Mexico. 
Fr. Stanley Crocciola, under the pen-name F. Stanley, has 
written One-half Mile from Heaven and Socorro: the Oasis, 
both published by the Raton Historical Society. The Santa 
Fe Register, organ of the Archdiocese, frequently publishes 
his historical articles. The 1950 files of that newspaper in- 
clude extended series on Archbishop Lamy and on Fort 
Union, and briefer studies of Mountainair and Pefiasco, 
New Mexico. 

Such activity is unusually important in a State which 
owes so much of its history to the activities of the Church. 
A great deal of source material which throws light upon 
early New Mexico history exists in the archive of the Arch- 
diocese. That a number of able priests are acutely aware of 
the value of such manuscripts and have the encouragement 
of His Excellency, the Archbishop of Santa Fe, to work on 
them, is a circumstance warmly appreciated by the His- 
torical Society of New Mexico. 

Fellows of the Historical Society now include Percy M. 
Baldwin; Ralph P. Bieber; Herbert E. Bolton; Herbert O. 
Brayer; Fray Angélico Chavez, O.F.M.; Fr. Stanley Croc- 
ciola; Marion Dargan; Charles E. Dibble; Aurelio M. 
Espinosa; Charles W. Hackett George P. Hammond; Fred- 
erick W. Hodge; J. Lloyd Mecham; Theodosius Meyer, 
O.F.M.; Frank D. Reeve; France V. Scholes; Alfred B. 
Thomas; Theodore Treutlein; and Paul A. F. Walter. 
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Brayer, Chavez, Crocciola, Dibble, and Treutlein were elected 
Fellows at the last Biennial Meeting, December, 1949. 

Scholars and writers have continued to make good use of 
the Spanish Archives and of material in the Twitchell Col- 
lection, the Historical Society Collection, the Read Papers, 
and so on. Lately, the archive of the Mexican period has 
been in demand. Activity is heaviest in summer, when teach- 
ers have the time to examine them. Acquisitions have been 
constant; they may be noted in the Annual Reports of the 
School of American Research (History Department). Ef- 
forts to acquire pertinent documents from the holdings of 
the Surveyor General’s Office——Land Office records, and 
the like—have been continuous. Mr. Huston Thompson, of 
the Managing Board of the School of American Research, 
has for many years lent his aid and efforts to the matter. 
At this writing, it appears possible that arrangements may 
be made to deposit a number of Surveyor General’s Office 
manuscripts in the archive of the Historical Society. 

Coéperation of the New Mexico press as shown by arti- 
cles giving publicity to the Historical Society, and by print- 
ing of articles of historical interest, has never lagged, but 
it has never been freer than in recent years. Recognizing 
how the glamor of New Mexico’s past accounts in large 
measure for its charms of today, the newspapers and other 
publications of the State have shown an unfailing apprecia- 
tion for New Mexico’s rich and colorful history. 

Collaboration of the Historical Society of New Mexico 
with other institutions has always been gratifying. In this 
Department, it has been pleasant to work with Dr. Frank 
D. Reeve, Editor of The New Mexico Historical Review, to 
engage in such activities as the Southwest History Confer- 
ence, Occidental College, Los Angeles, and to arrange for 
the loan of the Historical Society’s Alvarez Papers to the 
Library of the University of New Mexico for study by 
graduate students of the History Department. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
ALBERT G. ELY, Treasurer 


The Historical Society, with limited personnel, has con- 
tinued its many services in disseminating knowledge of the 
Southwest to persons throughout the world. It exhibits, in 
the eastern section of the Old Palace of the Governors, Santa 
Fe, are viewed each year by tens of thousands of people. 
The publications of the Society extend into thirty-seven for- 
eign countries. 

Seldom does a day pass without a query for points of 
information concerning the many facets of New Mexico’s 
intriguing history. These requests vary from appeals for 
“maps of all the buried treasure in New Mexico,” pictures 
of Billy the Kid, information as to the burial place of Gov- 
ernor Meriwether, to studious requests concerning the Span- 
ish Trails, the correct middle name of Lucien B. Maxwell, 
or the many uses to which students of history put upon its 
priceless archive material. 

Constantly in use are the files of newspapers (of some 
of which the Society possesses the only copies extant), for 
various reasons—for a daily column on activities fifty years 
ago, for research concerning some legal case, for a historical 
detail. 

Its archives of war records have enabled war veterans 
or their survivors to receive the pensions to which they were, 
by law, entitled, provided the proper proof was submitted. 

In codéperation with the Colorado Historical Society, the 
New Mexico Society, on May 29, 1949, took a prominent 
part in the ceremony in connection with the erection of a 
monument to that maker of New Mexico history, Lucien B. 
Maxwell. 

Public meetings and lectures were held during the 
months of March, April, and November. 

Membership in the Historical Society of New Mexico 
numbers 586, of which 77 are domestic exchanges, 16 are 
foreign exchanges, 29 are complimentary, and 464 are paid. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
STATE FUND 


JULY 1, 1949, TO JUNE 30, 1950 
Receipts 
State Appropriation 
Disbursements 
Salaries and Wages $2,395.72 
General Office Supplies 2.00 
Printing and Publication 
Sundry Expense 
Library 


Total 
Balance on Hand June 30, 1950 


JULY 1, 1950, TO DECEMBER 31, 1950 
Receipts 
State Appropriation 
Disbursements 
Salaries and Wages 
Printing and Publications 
Sundry Expense 
Library 


Total 
Balance on Hand, December 31, 1950.... 


GENERAL FUND 
JULY 1, 1949, TO JUNE 30, 1950 


Receipts 
Balance on Hand July 1, 1949 $ 831.31 
Membership and Sale of 
Publications $4,021.21 


Total 


tals $1,999.22 
Balance on Hand June 30, 1950 
JULY 1, 1950, TO DECEMBER 831, 1950 
Receipts 
Balance on hand July 1, 1950 
Membership and Sale o 
Publications 


Total 
Disbursements 
Library, Publications, and 
Incidentals $2,402.76 
Balance on Hand, December 31, 1950... $1,031.87 


ALBERT G. ELY, Treasurer 


$0,000.00 
,100.00 
293.13 
3.40 
11.00 
$1,292.47 
* * * 
Disbursements 
Library, Publications, and 
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